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A New Blueprint for Early Childhood Education:
Curriculum Development and Practice in the Two-Year-
Old Class under the USR Program at Teacher Training
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Abstract:

This paper aims to explore the process and outcomes of developing cur-
ricula and teaching materials for two-year-old classes through a collaborative
research community formed between a teacher training university and in-
service teachers, under the guidance of the University Social Responsibility
(USR) program. With the expansion of early childhood education services,
many kindergartens have established classes for two-year-olds. However, tra-
ditional teacher training courses and teaching have predominantly focused on
children aged 3-6 years. Therefore, it is essential for teacher training univer-
sities to collaborate with in-service teachers to address the needs and chal-
lenges of teaching two-year-old classes. Driven by the philosophy of the USR
program, the teacher training university and in-service teachers of two-year-
old classes formed a research community. Through regular discussions, class-
room observations and guidance by professors, and curriculum design and tri-
al teaching by student teachers, the three parties engaged in collaborative ef-
forts. The curriculum and teaching material development initially focused on
number concepts and activities in the arts domain. During the research pro-
cess, professors and in-service teachers provided feedback to student teachers,
shared successful curriculum cases, and explored teaching models suited to

the developmental characteristics of two-year-old children. The research re-



sults indicate that both student teachers and in-service teachers were highly
satisfied with this collaborative model. It not only promoted their profession-
al growth but also resulted in the development of numerous teaching materials
and methods suitable for teaching number concepts and arts activities to two-
year-old children. Figure 1&2 illustrates the discussions within the research
community, while Figure 3&4 shows the dynamics of student teachers during
trial teaching. Based on the research findings from this semester and subse-
quent reflections and improvements, the teacher training university plans to
develop a professional course in early childhood education. This course will
systematically train student teachers to understand the development of two-
year-old children, design curricula, teaching materials, and educational tools
aligned with early childhood education guidelines, and conduct practical
teaching evaluations and internships, thereby deepening the professional
skills of student teachers in two-year-old classes. This study highlights the
significant role of teacher training universities, under the guidance of the
USR program, in responding to the needs of early childhood education
through partnerships with in-service teachers. It demon-strates the develop-
ment of appropriate teaching solutions that not only address the teaching
challenges of two-year-old classes but also open up innovative possibilities
for professional development in early childhood education. In the future, the
teacher training university will continue to deepen its collaboration with in-
service teachers, jointly creating a new blueprint for early childhood educa-

tion.



Figure 1: Research Community Discussion on Lesson Plans

Figure 2: Discussion and Revision of Educational Tools with the Research
Community after Trial Teaching




Figure 3: Irial Teaching of Art Activities—Guiding Groups of Children to

Create Picasso-Style Masks

Figure 4: Trial Teaching of Math Activities — Guiding Groups of Children to
Use Educational Tools




Figure 5: Class-wide Art Creation of Picasso-Style Masks




