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Picture books are literary works that combine text and images, with children as the
primary audience. Through the interplay of visuals and text, readers develop empathy
and can even be subtly influenced. Therefore, when conducting local education, re-
searcher often used picture books as a motivational tool, finding that children's attention

to the features of picture books differed from adults' expectations. This study explores



children's self-created local cultural picture books and those created by adults. By ana-
lyzing their creations, it aims to: (1) investigate how children and adults incorporate
cultural elements into the characters of local cultural picture books, (2) explore the il-
lustration styles of children's and adults' self-created local cultural picture books, (3)
examine how children's and adults' self-created picture books connect to local culture,
and (4) explore the differences in purposes and expectations between Children and

Adults.

The study deliberately selected four picture books with similar themes related to
local culture, including the children's picture book "Guilai Fanhua" and the adult-cre-
ated book "Jidanhua," both taking a local scenery (egg flower tree) as the cultural core,
as well as the children's "Shu Lai Bao" and the adult-created "Mountain Squid Fra-
grance," taking local specialties (taro and bamboo shoots) as the cultural core. A textual
analysis was adopted, with the researcher reading the texts, summarizing and integrat-
ing the analytical framework to understand the important messages behind the texts,
interpreting the intentions conveyed, and supporting the interpretations with the au-
thors' own descriptions. The main themes or metaphors were then inferred through ar-

gumentation.

This study analyzes four picture books to explore the distinctive styles of children's
and adults' creations. The research reveals that picture books created by children and

adults can be easily distinguished, with the following key findings:

1. Cultural elements in character design: Both children and adults incorporate local

cultural features into their characters based on the story's theme.

2. Arttistic characteristics and drawing abilities: Children's self-created picture
books are colorful with cartoon-like characters, while adult-created books excel

in light and shadow representation with realistic figures.

3. Connecting local culture: Children creatively combine imagination with facts,

whereas adults focus on creating atmosphere.



4. Authors' purposes and expectations: Children hope readers will enjoy their cre-

ations, while adults anticipate the impact of their books on readers.

These results indicate significant differences in the intentions, plot development,
character portrayal, and visual creation between adult and child authors. Children envi-
sion local cultural picture books as lively and entertaining, emphasizing fun over his-
torical accuracy or knowledge transmission. Visually, children's works are character-
1zed by bright and vivacious styles, with less focus on atmosphere, potentially unrefined

composition and lines, and minimal emotional rendering.

Contemporary local cultural picture books are predominantly created by adults,
differing greatly from children's expectations. This disparity may affect children's mo-
tivation to engage with these books. Future research could explore young children's
preferences for and information retention from child-created versus adult-created pic-

ture books, providing valuable insights for picture book creation.



