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The Praxis of ESD: The Preliminary Analysis of Focusing

on the School Development in Taiwan

Abstract

The question of how to harmonize and maintain a dialectical relationship
between "practice” and "theory" is an important issue of educational "praxis" that
is of common concern to both the academia and the teaching profession. In recent
years, the promotion of " sustainability education" or "education for sustainable
development (ESD)" has become a popular trend. Whether it is based on the
accumulated experience of the "Sustainable School Intervention Program" directed
by Education Support For Taiwan (ESFT) or the "whole-institution approach
(WIA)" advocated by UNESCO seem to indicate that the proper development of
schools will undoubtedly be beneficial to the praxis of ESD. However, what is the
specific meaning of the so-called "school development" which is conducive to the
praxis of ESD? What are the special characteristics of such development in
Taiwan? In order to clarify these questions, this study seeks to consult with experts
who have been deeply involved in the field of elementary school teaching and
learning in order to further analyze the overview and elements of ideal school

development.

The final decision to adopt the Delphi method was made based on
considerations that help experts to reach consensus in a considered and undisturbed
situation. At least three rounds of consultation were conducted immediately after
the 13 experts were invited to join the advisory group. In the first round, each of
the experts was interviewed individually, and based on the results of the interviews,
a first draft of the definition of the main concepts of school development and the
important factors affecting school development was designed. The second and
subsequent rounds of consultation will take the form of online questionnaires, in
which experts will be asked to assess the relevance of the drafts and provide

suggestions for their revision. In this study, the average, standard deviation, etc.,
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of the experts' responses will be used to determine whether the content of the
questionnaire has been deleted or changed, and when the consultation should be

terminated.

Since the survey was officially launched in late June last year, it has gone
through three rounds of consultation, and experts have gradually reached a
consensus. The results of this study include the definition of the main concepts of
school development, such as: "school development should aim at actively shaping
the school's own characteristics and thus manifesting its beliefs and educational
values" and "school development should be closely related to all members of the
school community". The second is the important factors affecting school
development, which can be subdivided into three major perspectives: "present"
(containing six items: principal leadership, teacher professionalism, curriculum
planning, partner communication, school culture and campus creation), "future"”

and "past".

Although the concept of ESD was not intentionally mentioned in the in-depth
interviews in order not to influence the experts' views, it seems that the experts'
consolidated views on school development still coincide with the spirit of WIA that
is emphasized in ESD. Therefore, it is assumed that the results of this study will
assist grassroots schools in Taiwan in exploring their own pathways towards WIA.
On the other hand, this study also reveals that the praxis of WIA may have a
diversity of interpretations that are partly difficult to simplify, and this finding may
provide more reflections on the current debate on sustainability. The results of this
study at this stage will be used in the "Sustainable School Intervention Program"
directed by ESFT or in other external programs. ESFT already expects to develop
indicators based on these to accurately understand the current state of development
of each school and to further plan customized reform programs to better meet the

needs of the field, and the praxis of USR may also gain some inspiration from this.
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